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POPULARITY AND CLOUT
So there is some yelling and shouting about the lack of diversity in the live-action 
races for a Little Gold Man, but the media notes with approval that animation has 
spread its nominations around.

For true diversity at the Oscars, look at the animation nominees

In the animated feature category, Academy voters rewarded as warm a use of 
CGI as you’ll see (Pixar’s “Inside Out”), Aardman’s always colorful stop-mo-
tion (“Shaun the Sheep Movie”), stunning stop-motion puppetry (“Anomali-
sa”), crayon-warm 2D with a live-action sequence (“Boy and the World”) and 
Studio Ghibli’s legendary hand-drawn beauty (“When Marnie Was There”).

-http://839iat.se/1P9QiaL

The thing to keep in mind: the Academy Awards are (generally speaking) a popular-
ity contest and a demonstration of the leverage owned by our fine entertainment 
conglomerates.

From the beginning of the AMPAS, artistic merit has been only one consideration 
among the commercial ones. And of course in the 21st century, tub-thumping for 
your nominees in the mainstream and social media also counts for a lot.

It’s all about getting a Little Gold Man, so your entry can collect more gold on the 
back end of the award ceremony.

- Steve Hulett

BE SURE TO 
GRAB YOUR 2016 
TAG CALENDAR!
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RECENT LIFE CHANGES? 
MPI NEEDS TO KNOW!
Among the many things that come 
with significant changes in your life, it’s 
important to keep the Motion Picture 
Industry Pension and Health Plan (MPI) updated in order to continue 
to receive the benefits you enjoy. The Animation Guild office regularly 
receives inquiries regarding these updates, and we want to remind you 
of the processes.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

It is very important to keep MPI updated with your current address! MPI 
regularly sends out important information to participating Health Plan 
and Pension Plan members and does not have the means to research 
returned mail because of a bad address. MPI provides a Change of 
Address Form on their website: http://839iat.se/mpi-enrollment-forms

Print out the form, fill in the pertinent information and return it to 
MPI using the contact information at the top of the form. Be sure 
to follow up with MPI to make sure they’ve received the form and 
processed the change. 

ADD/REMOVE DEPENDENTS

Dependents can be added at the start of any eligibility period 
by including them in the premium payment and submitting the 
appropriate forms to MPI found on this page of their site: http://839iat.
se/mpi-enrollment-forms Should you wish to add a dependent during 
an eligibility period, there are certain Qualifying Life Events that will 
allow you to do so (marriage or birth of a child). 

Should you get married and wish to add your spouse, you will need 
to submit the forms listed under “Enroll Your Spouse” on the page 
linked above. Should you wish to add a newborn child, you will need 
to submit the forms listed under “Enroll Your Child(ren)” on the page 
linked above. Your children are eligible for medical and prescription 
drug coverage until they reach the age of 26.

Dependents can be removed by not making a premium payment in 
their name. You should expect to receive notices from both MPI and 
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The Guild regarding the removal. These notices are only to meant to 
confirm the removal in case the payment was missed accidentally. 

Should you divorce your spouse, you MUST notify MPI and submit a 
copy of the decree of divorce. A divorced spouse becomes ineligible for 
benefits at the end of the month in which the date of the final decree of 
dissolution of marriage or divorce is entered. 

If you fail to notify the Eligibility Department of a change 
in your marital status, and MPI pays a Claim for your 
former spouse for services rendered after the divorce date, 
you and your former spouse will be held personally liable 
for reimbursement to MPI for benefits and expenses, 
including attorneys’ fees and costs incurred by MPI as a 
result of your statements, actions or failure to notify. 

The Eligibility Department can be reached by calling MPI at (855) 275-
4674. Follow the menu prompts to speak a representative regarding 
“Eligibility”.

Contract Holidays in 2016
New Years Day (January 1)

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (January 18)
- Dreamworks and Nickelodeon ONLY!!

President’s Day (February 15)
Good Friday (March 25)

- NOT Dreamworks and Nickelodeon
Memorial Day (May 30)

Independence Day (July 4)
Labor Day (September 5)

Thanksgiving and the day after (November 24 and 25) 
Christmas (December 25)

Your employer may schedule other days off; contact your supervisor or human 
resources  department for details.
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THE IATSE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Every six months, the IATSE (our Mother International) 
holds an executive board meeting of IA staff and IA Vice 
Presidents, of which there are several. 

We are across the continent in Hollywood, Florida, the city of blue oceans, 
sandy beaches and tropical thunderstorms. Tomorrow, we start Day Two 
of a week of reports, presentations and updates of what is happening 
in stagecraft, live-action motion pictures, and also too visual effects and 
animation.

Today there were reports from the IA’s West Coast office in Los Angeles, 
reports of organizing drives in various parts of the United States, and 
how the election of the new Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in Canada has 
remade Canada into a less hostile country for labor.

The IATSE has grown by several thousand members over the past three 
years, in contrast to other American labor unions. It’s intent on organizing 
visual effects, which is why President Matt Loeb announced the IA’s 
new representative Steve Kaplan at this morning’s session. (You might 
recognize the name “Steve Kaplan”, since Steve worked for the Animation 
Guild for five years before taking a new position with the International.)

The current state of the IATSE is strong. In the next few days there will be 
reports on the state of various pension and health plans, as well as news 
about victories and defeats across the country. 

- Steve Hulett

Suggest Articles for The Pegboard!
If you would like to submit any articles to be published in future Pegboards,  
please reach out to us at pegboard@animationguild.org, or ask Steve Hulett 
the next time you see him at the studio.

We are currently open to any new ideas or concepts. We want to bring you 
the news you are looking for.

Thanks!
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Find us on Facebook … 
https://www.facebook.com/animationguild

Twitter … 
https://twitter.com/AnimGuild

and the TAG Blog ...
http://animationguildblog.blogspot.com/

ACROSS THE BOARD: STORY
Reoccurring article spotlighting different 839 Union positions on various 
productions at different studios. The idea is to start comparing everyo-
nes schedules and workloads so we can all be aware of what is happening 
throughout the Union. 

Studio: Warner Bros Animation

Production: Unannounced Feature Animation

Job Title/Responsibilities: Story Artist: Translate script pages or 
outlines or verbal directions into story boards. Re-board and revise 
according to director/supervisor/executive notes.

Breakdown: Get handout from director in the form of script pages, 
outline or verbal breakdown of a scene. Turn around time for an 
initial pass on a sequence is usually 1-2 days depending on the 
content of the scene. Depending on the schedule, production will ask 
us when we can turn in the work, but check-ins are usually daily. Av-
erage length of a scene is around 150-250 panels. OT is usually not 
required for most work, but it is approved periodically make screen-
ing dates or other deadlines.

Comments: Warner uses a 50 hour work week to calculate OT

*Thanks to our anonymous sources for all information

If you would like to submit your anonymous information for future Pegboard 
issues, email the editor at info@laurahohman.com. We are going to do sev-
eral more storyboarding features, then move on to other job categories per 
requests.
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AN AFTERNOON OF 
REMEMBRANCE

On Saturday Feb 20th at noon, the animation community in LA will come 
together at the Animation Guild in Burbank for our  annual Afternoon of 

Remembrance. 

A non-denominational service where we remember, laugh, cry, and share 
stories, as we say one more goodbye to all our friends who left us in 2015. 

*People who have died since January 1st will be honored in next years event* 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 
Food and refreshments, noon  *  Memoriams, 1 pm 

The Animation Guild, Meeting Hall 
1105 N Hollywood Way, Burbank CA  91505

The Afternoon is free of charge and is open to all; 
no RSVPs necessary.

If you would like to speak on behalf of anyone listed above, or if you know of anyone 
in the animation business who passed away in 2015 and is not on our list, please 

contact Bronwen “Bronnie” Barry at bronwenbarry@att.net.

Jane Aaron, illustrator, Sesame Street designer
Joyce Alexander, ink & paint artist
Abiud Alvarez, ink & paint artist

Nancy Bernstein, producer
Jim Brummett, animator

Gene Coe, Animation educator, USC
Donna Cooney, ink & paint artist

John Culhane, animation historian, author.
Eileen Dunn, assistant animator

Hani El Masri, Disney concept designer
John Fredericksen, ink & paint artist

Lois Freeman, ink & paint artist
Stan Freberg, legendary voice actor

Antonio Gaio, the father of Portuguese anima-
tion

Ira Blaine Gibson, Disney animator
Jonathan Goley, background artist

Frank Gonzales, animator, inspiration for Speedy 
Gonzales

Lee Guttman, ink & paint supervisor, Kurtz & 
Friends

Jeff Hale, animator, director
Rene Joidoin, NFB filmmaker
Gordon Kent, producer, writer

Zoe Leader, Disney Production
Kelvin Lee, animator

Scott Mankey, CG Lighter
Richard Manginsay, director, layout

Takashi Masunaga, designer, director
Jim MacCaulay, animation educator, Sheridan 

College
Jo Anne Merrill, ink & paint supervisor, Nelvana 

Rolando Oliva, background artist
Monty Oum, anime artist

Gary Owens, legendary voice actor, announcer 
Al Pabian, animator

Ray Parker, animation writer
Rocco Pirrone, layout artist

Zora Polensek, ink & paint artist
Phil Robinson, co-founder Wild Brain Studio 

Louise Sandoval, Filmation animator
Sam Simon, Producer of the Simpsons

Danilo Taverna, storyboard,  layout
Eve Valsatik, ink & paint artist

Cliff Voorhees, layout artist
Bob Walker, layout, animation director

Nancy Wible, cel service
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BOOKMARK THE JOB EMAIL ARCHIVE!
Accidentally delete that email with the latest job posting? Did you hear 
about a posting and not get a copy in your Inbox? Now there’s a way you can 
review the latest job posts that have been sent out:

https://animationguild.org/about-the-guild/jobs-post-archive/

Thanks to the latest features in MailChimp, the bulk email program we 
use, this archive will feature the latest job emails we’ve posted to the 
membership for both union and non-union work. 

IN MEMORIAM

Disney Artist FRANK ARMITAGE died on January 5. The Australian-
born muralist came to Disney’s in 1952 and was a background painter for a 

number of animated features; After 1977 he painted murals for Walt Disney 
Imagineering.

*
CORINNE MILLER passed away on January 12. She worked as a Xerox 

Processor for Filmation and Bakshi Productions from the late 1960’s until 
the late 1970’s.

*
CHUCK WILLIAMS, 1929-2016, had a career as a Key Assistant Animator, 

at The Walt Disney Studios, 1950 to 1990, beginning with “Alice in 
Wonderland” and concluding with “The Little Mermaid”. He delighted, 
each morning, in being able to say, “Hi Walt!”. On being hired, in 1950 
Chuck immediately recognized the quality and longevity of Animated 
Films being created there, and wanted to make a contribution to those 

productions. In fact, He refused to work anywhere else. On weekends, “He 
ran amuck” with his camera, shooting thousands of photos of his beloved 
San Pedro and its Harbor. Feisty and irascible, Chuck had a keen sense of 

humor, Wit, with Sawtooth Edges. Chuck was fun. Also a subscriber to The 
LA Opera and Long Beach Symphony, Chuck left us on January 15th, after 

88 years of lively living.
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Jan 3, 1977- Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak and Ron Wayne filed papers to form the 
Apple Computer Company. Within two weeks, Ron Wayne sold his third of the 
company to Jobs and Woz for $800. He thought he’d get stuck with the bills 
when their little company went belly-up.

Jan 6, 1945- The First Pepe Le Pew cartoon, “Odorable Kitty”. When the 
Warners producer who replaced Leon Schlesinger, Eddie Selzer, heard the 
plans to do a short about a skunk he thundered: “Absolutely Not! Nobody will 
like a cartoon skunk!” Chuck Jones recalled: “As soon as he said no, I knew we 
just had to do it.” Selzer’s final opinion:” Nobody’ll laugh at that sh*t!” The 
short won an Oscar. 

Jan 7, 1894-” The Sneeze” aired. It was the first motion picture film to be 
copyrighted by Thomas Edison and his engineer W.K.L. Dickson.

Jan 7, 2015- In Paris, Muslim extremists shot up the offices of the satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo for making disrespectful cartoons of the prophet 
Mohammad. 12 people were murdered, including the editor and four of 
France’s most loved cartoonists. 

Jan 9, 1847- THE BATTLE OF LOS ANGELES - after a small battle near San 
Gabriel Mission, Commodore Richard Stockton and the U.S. army retook Los 
Angeles and ended the resistance by the native Mexican population. 

Jan 9, 1857- The Fort Tejon earthquake shook Los Angeles. This was the last 
major quake in Southern California part of the great San Andreas Fault, an 
estimated 8.0! 

Jan 9, 1914- John Randolph Bray took out patents on the principles of film 
animation: cycles, arcs, keys and inbetweens. He even tried to sue Winsor 
McCay, who had already been using them for years. 

Jan 9, 1939- Top Looney Tunes director Frank Tashlin was hired by Walt 
Disney. He quit after two fruitless years, and left so angry he wrote a children’s 
book called the “Bear that Wasn’t” about his experiences. An early vice 
president of the Cartoonists Guild, he also joined the Mouse House to help 
unionize the studio. After a stint at Screen Gems, in 1945 Frank Tashlin went to 
Paramount’s live action division and became the director of the Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis comedies. 

This Month in History
by Tom Sito
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(see THIS MONTH IN ANIMATION HISTORY on page 12)

Jan 10, 1924- Columbia Pictures was created. Ruled by Harry Cohn, his 
motto was “I don’t get ulcers, I give them!”

Jan 10, 1927- Fritz Lang’s film Metropolis premiered.

Jan 11, 1995- Warner Bros purchased a dozen metromedia television 
stations started them off as the WB Network. Today it is the CW network.

Jan 11, 2004- Harvard student Mark Zuckerberg registered the domain 
name Facebook.com.

Jan 12, 1995- Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg and David Geffen 
announced that the name of their new partnership would be DreamWorks 
SKG

Jan 12, 2004-  Disney closed down their Orlando animation studio.

Jan. 13, 1930- The Mickey Mouse comic strip first appeared in US 
newspapers. Walt Disney himself wrote them, Ub Iwerks penciled and 
Winn Smith inked.

Jan. 15, 1936- THE DGA- Several Hollywood directors including Lewis 
Milestone, Ruben Mamoulian and William Wellman met at King Vidor’s 
house and pledge $100 dollars each to form the Screen Director’s Guild, 
later the Director’s Guild of America. It was a risky thing to do, previous 
attempts to form a directors union were broken up with threats of 
perpetual blacklisting. Final recognition and contracts were signed by 
President Frank Capra in 1940. One provision insisted on in the contract 
was that the director’s credit be the final name in the opening titles before 
the movie began. And so it remains.

Jan 16, 1954- THE WAR ON COMICS- Senator Estes Kevfauver chaired a 
U.S. Senate subcommittee to study juvenile delinquency. They concluded 
that one of the contributing factors to adolescent moral decay was four-
color comic books. The probe was sparked by the publication of a book 
called The Seduction of the Innocent. It charged among other things that 
Batman & Robin were gay because when not fighting crime, Bruce Wayne 
& Dick Grayson lounged around all day in silk pajamas with no women! 
Despite testimony by Walt Kelly, Milt Caniff, Al Capp and Bill Gaines 350 
comic book companies including the EC “Tales from the Crypt” label were 
driven out of business. The strict comics-code was established. The comic 
book industry, which had been selling one million books a month, never 
regained that level of prosperity in the US again.

Jan 17, 1929- Popeye first appeared in the Thimble Theater comic strip.
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THIS MONTH IN ANIMATION HISTORY
(continued from page 11)

Jan 17, 1949- The Goldbergs, a radio comedy show about a Jewish family in the 
Bronx, moved to television and became the first true TV sitcom. The show 
ended when star Jean Muir was accused by the House UnAmerican Activities 
Committee of being a Communist.

Jan 18, 1953 The Hollywood Animation Guild Local 839 chartered. Originally 
the Motion Picture Screen Cartoonists, signatories included Disney legends 
Milt Kahl, Les Clark, John Hench and Ken Anderson.

Jan 20, 1938- Pioneer animator Emile Cohl died while headed for the Paris 
premiere of Disney’s “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves”. Cohl was so poor 
that the electricity in his flat had been turned off and the candles had ignited 
his beard. 

Jan. 21, 1992- Disney’s Beauty and the Beast became the first animated film ever 
nominated for a Best Picture Oscar.

Jan 24, 1961- Warner Bros. voice actor Mel Blanc suffered an auto crash at the 
Dead Man’s Curve section of Sunset Blvd near UCLA. He lingered in a coma for 
several weeks. The way the doctor brought him around was to say: “Hey Bugs 
Bunny! How are we today?” Blanc replied in character:” Ehhh…fine, doc!”

Jan 25, 1961- Walt Disney’s 101 Dalmatians premiered. 

Jan 27, 1926- Englishman John Logie Baird demonstrated his televisor system- 
the first true television image.

Jan 29, 1959 Disney’s Sleeping Beauty opened. The animation staff had swollen 
to it’s largest to finish the production. After the film was finished the studio 
had a massive layoff, dropping from 551 to just 121. People employed since the 
1930s were pink-slipped. Two painters committed suicide. Staff level would not 
return to these levels until 1990

Jan 30, 1963- MIT Grad student Ivan Sutherland published his thesis 
Sketchpad, the first animation software. He created it on a declassified Cold 
War computer originally used to track Soviet missiles. For the first time, a 
computer could draw lines instead of just numbers. 

Jan 30 1961 H-B’s the Yogi Bear Show. 

Jan. 31, 1999- Seth McFarlane’s Family Guy premiered.
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MY EIDO CLASS 
EXPERIENCE

 With a new year, I always make new resolutions. This year my goal was to 
take advantage of our Union’s educational programs. My first opportunity to 
take a course happened almost immediately this month, with a last minute 
spot opening up in a previously sold out course. 

The Advanced Zbrush course was being run at LAAFA, Los Angeles Academy 
of Figurative Arts, through one of our newer providers called Eido. The way 
Eido works is that a certain amount of CSATF students must qualify, and then 
remaining spots are filled by people of several different unions (all depending 
on the type of course and such).

Two years ago I took the Beginner Zbrush course at Gnomon through the 
Grant program, so I felt like I could at least get some new information out of 
this course. To my surprise, the instructor teaching it was the same one I had 
years ago, the very talented Eric Keller! This alone told me alot about the 
quality that is driving these Eido provided courses. Eric is a master at what he 
does, literally having written the book on Zbrush. 

Super excited for my 2 day weekend workshop, I went to class on Saturday 
morning. The first plus in my book was the very empty parking lot LAAFA 
supplied. Then, Eido had coffee and danishes waiting for us (Another 
hallelujah, because we all know animation doesn’t function without that liquid 
gold). 

I was surprised to learn that Eido also supplied lunch on both days. It was a 
buffet style, but they had options for all food types (vegans, vegetarians, and 
the meaties). I had asked the woman there why they chose to do this, and 
her response was that Eido wanted to facilitate the mingling among other 
students as much as possible. Decent food, and great company made for an 
awesome lunch.

The course content itself was great. Though the other students had varying 
levels of comfort in Zbrush (enough that I wouldn’t consider it an “advanced” 
course), I found that it was a weekend well spent. For free, education has 
never been better.

- -Laura Hohman
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Gallery 839 

February Show 

Animated Aloha: 15 Years of Art and Animation in Paradise
A Solo Show By Daniel Boulos

Opens Friday, February 5th
Reception 6:00pm to 9:00pm

“Animated Aloha” is a celebration of animation and fine art by Dan 
Boulos. See artwork from Don Ho’s animated music video “Shock the 

Monkey”, to the watercolor animation from “Ipo Lei Manu”. Get a 
glimpse of 15 years of animation in Honolulu! Artwork from the recently 
completed pilot “The Magnificent Mr. Chim” will be on display. Fine art 
paintings from the Island of Oahu will be featured alongside of original 
book illustrations and development artwork for an upcoming project. 
Come out and connect with animation from the middle of the Pacific!



GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING
tuEsday, 
January 26, 
2016
pizza & 
refreshments: 
6:30 pm

Meeting, 7 pm

1105 N. Hollywood 
Way, Burbank

Between Chandler and Magnolia 
       http://839iat.se/tag-office

AGENda: 

*TSL (Disney) Negotiations
*TAG Roth 401k Plan Rollout

Membership Meeting Giveaway:  Apple iPad Mini* !! 
Come for the information, stay for the iPad!

*Active and newly inducted members only. Members on withdrawal, on suspension 
or Financial Core are not eligible to win. 
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